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THE HUNGER COALITION

Watch Us Grow!

The Hunger Coalition takes on Community Garden in Hailey

Cabbage and beans, squash and strawberries, lettuce and peas . . .
all this and more will be coming soon to our new downtown Hailey garden.

The Hunger Coalition is excited about the opportunity to sponsor and manage a
community garden and park in Hailey at the old jail location. The Blaine County
Commissioners recently approved a proposal that puts The Hunger Coalition in
charge of a garden to be built on the corner of Walnut Street and First Avenue.

We are thrilled to have this remarkable opportunity to grow and distribute a variety of
fresh, locally-grown organic fruits and vegetables for our community's hungry. The
garden will also allow us to:

! offer clients the chance to participate in the betterment of their own lives and the
health of their families;

! empower our clients with new skills, increased community interaction, and a sense
of self-sufficiency;

! provide a "living" teaching site where clients and members of the community can
learn about home gardens, native landscaping, and water conservation techniques;

! give the community a beautiful and engaging centrally-located park that encourages
education and volunteerism.

True to our mission, our garden offers more than food; it also offers hope.

We are proud to begin a new feature in our E-Newsletter, Success Story, which
highlights individuals who have taken initiative and changed their lives for the better.
Please take a moment to see how your support is providing not only food, but hope
for a better tomorrow. We have changed names and locations so as to preserve the
anonymity of our clients.

Success Story: Gabriel
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Gabriel is a hard-working individual who puts effort into everything he does. In a
push to improve his English, he began ESL classes in the fall of 2008. By chance of
fate, as Gabriel would say, this led him to attend a discussion about college and
financial aid opportunities at the College of Southern Idaho (CSI). "I said to myself,"
he recalls, "don't lose that opportunity to start a new chapter in your life. | enrolled at
CSl in January 2009."

Soon after, the construction, landscaping and painting jobs dried up and Gabriel
could not find work. With mounting bills plus school and no job, he was experiencing
difficult times. Finally, last spring, he came to The Hunger Coalition. AlImost
immediately, he began to volunteer in order to reciprocate benefit of the food and
encouragement he was receiving. "It was a nice experience to share the joy and give
a glimmer of hope to the neediest families. Looking at the families' faces when they
received my help, my soul was filled with happiness," recounts Gabriel.

During the application process for scholarship monies, Gabriel was able to site his
experience as a Hunger Coalition volunteer, something he believes was instrumental
in the approval of his application. Today he is nearing completion of an associate
degree in science and has his sights set on a bachelor's degree. While he
recognizes it will be a long and difficult road, and is expecting numerous obstacles,
Gabiriel is prepared to do everything within his power to reach his goals. "We come
here to the USA with only one purpose: to progress. But, sometimes we give up our
dreams and goals with any obstacle instead of fighting until we overcome. Or,
sometimes we settle with the type of life that we have," he believes. "We don't
realize that life is fleeting. We had better to wake up and do what exactly we want to
do for our lives because life escapes us."

We believe Gabriel will achieve what he has set out for. We are honored to have
been a small part of this remarkable, challenging, and yet hugely rewarding process
and we will continue to be here to encourage his continuing success.

Good Luck, Gabriel!

It's A Girl!

Food Program Manager Naomi Spence and
husband Matt are the proud new parents of
Ginger, a beautiful baby girl.

Naomi will be on maternity leave for the next three
month spending her time feeding and caring for

“. - her precious new baby. All our love and support

We would like to introduce you to the people who will be assisting with Naomi's
responsibilities during this time . . .

Welcome Evan!

We are delighted to announce that long-time volunteer Evan

Stelma has joined our team on a permanent part-time basis in
4 two critically important roles. Besides being our part-time
bookkeeper, Evan has generously and bravely accepted a wide
range of duties normally overseen by Naomi. We have full
confidence in her abilities and know you will all enjoy getting to
know her in the coming months. She has a heart of gold, a very
quick mind, and is wickedly thorough and organized. You can
learn a little more about Evan by visiting the Staff Page on our
website.

And . . .. Introducing our Volunteer Team Leaders!

These are our “on the ground" people who make it all happen and who have
generously and selflessly agreed to take on greater responsibilities during Naomi's
absence.

Sarah Heiden
Pat Peebles
Mary Ellen Card
Alex McPherson
Gerry Kearns
Heather Johns
Laurie Christian

Perishable Goods Team (& Board Member)

Volunteer Food Drive Coordinator

Volunteer Training & All-Program Assistant

Bellevue Mobile Food Bank & Perishable Goods Team
Ketchum Mobile Food Bank & Food Drive Coordinator
Ketchum Mobile Food Bank & Perishable Goods Team
Hailey Mobile Food Bank & Event Planning Committee

We cannot thank you enough for being such an invaluable part of our daily efforts!

Hooray for our Bean-Bagging Brownies!

The vivacious and incredibly helpful Girl Scouts of Silver Sage Council Troop 349
spent an afternoon in the warehouse with Food Program Manager Naomi Spence
bagging beans, laughing and singing songs!

800 pounds of dried beans were re-
packaged into smaller, more
manageable sizes for distribution at
the Mobile Food Bank.

This troop of 1st - 3rd grade girls
I made a tedious and boring task a
whole lot of fun--no beans about it!

Thank you, Troop 349!

A Very Special Thank You

to the Nancy and John Goldsmith Family Foundation who so generously and
thoughtfully gave a remarkable $10,000 charitable gift!

Brooke Bonner
President

Jim Moore
Vice-President

Tyler Davis-Jeffers
Treasurer

Kirstin Dutcher
SEEERY

Michael Donovan
Jack Grove
Sarah Heiden
Robin Moore Leahy

Zana Davey
Student Advocate

Tom Iselin
Founder & Honorary Member

Advisory Council Members
Katie Corkery
Ann Down
Theo Gund
Geri Herbert
Nancy Porterfield

Kaz Thea

Staff

Jeanne Liston
Executive Director

Naomi Spence
Food Program Manager

Lorena Horne
Food Program Assistant

Meagan Stasz
Administrative and
Communications Assistant

Wally Miller
Food Bank Supervisor

Evan Stelma
Bookkeeper

Mission
The Hunger Coalition strives to end
hunger in our community by
providing
wholesome food to those in need
and by promoting solutions to the
underlying
causes of hunger through
collaboration, education and
advocacy.

Vision
We envision a community free from
hunger where all individuals are able
to participate as healthy, contributing
members.

VEIES
Compassion for the plight of those
less fortunate

Empowerment of the hungry to
become healthy, contributing
members of our community

Human Dignity and the right of all
to have their basic needs met
respectfully

Efficient Use of Donor
Resources to meet our clients'
needs

Responsibility toward our
neighbors in need

Providing Hope to the hungry
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March is Maintenance Month!

Valley Maintenance Month, that is.

Our incredible friends at Valley Maintenance and Restoration are making a huge
commitment to their community this March by encouraging food donations, offering
special discounts and promotions, and donating a percentage of their proceeds on
select services.

For each food item donated, Valley Maintenance is offering a $2 discount on
services, up to $30!

AND

For every carpet cleaning invoice generated during the month of March, a portion is
donated directly to The Hunger Coalition.

Call Valley Maintenance and Restoration today at 788-2789 for details.

Thank you Valley Maintenance and Restoration for being such an inspiration to
others and for your incredible community support!

Upcoming Events

April 23rd Wood River High School Fundraiser

! Students at the Wood River High School will be hosting a 30-hour famine on April
23rd to raise awareness and money for hunger.

! Students will also participate in community service projects aimed at raising
awareness about the issue of hunger right here in Blaine County.

! Proceeds from their thoughtful and difficult fundraising efforts will be shared
between The Hunger Coalition and an overseas non-profit organization.

We applaud their efforts and thoughtfulness and hope you will do your part in
support of their goals!

Infant Formula Initiative

Donations are welcome!

The Hunger Coalition's Infant Formula Initiative began in 2005 as a response to
reports from Public Health and other community agencies that they were seeing too
many families struggling to provide enough nourishment for their infants.

Your contribution of a can of unopened infant formula provides vital additional
nutrition to infants during a critical growth phase. As we all know, families
experiencing hunger issues face very difficult decisions about how they can spend
the little money they have--infant formula is incredibly expensive. For those mothers
who simply can't produce enough milk, we are here to ensure their babies don't go
hungry.

We appreciate donations of cash and/or formula for this particularly expensive food
item as our reserves have been depleted. Please donate--it means a world of
difference to a mother wanting to give her child the basic nutrition it needs!

Food Drives:

Your donation helps to keep our food bank shelves plentiful. Thanks to these groups
for providing food last month for hungry children and families in our community!

Pioneer Montessori
Church of the Big Wood
Our Lady of the Snows

The Papoose Club

WISH LIST

! Small (but safe & sturdy) Space Heater
! Large Cork Board
! Small bookshelf for our kid's corner
! 6' ladder
! Conference Table
! Chairs for Conference Table

Contact Meagan Stasz at mstasz@thehungercoalition.org

HELP END HUNGER WHILE SHOPPING!

The Hunger Coalition can earn up to 4% of your eligible purchases
at Albertsons to support our programs!

All you need is your Albertsons Preferred Savings Card number to register.

Simply click here.

Next, login by clicking under the Shoppers login or register with your Preferred
Savings Card first.

Once you log in, click on "Sign Me Up" and type in "Blaine County Hunger Coalition"
under organization or partner number 49001022029.

Complete the registration process.

Thank you for supporting The Hunger Coalition while you shop!

All we can ask in our lives is that perhaps we can make a little difference in someone else's.
-Lillian Davis

The Hunger Coalition strives to end hunger in our community by providing wholesome food to those in need and by
promoting solutions to the underlying causes of hunger through collaboration, education and advocacy.

For more information, visit www.thehungercoalition.org
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The Hunger Coalition
121 Honeysuckle Street, Bellevue, ID 833137
Phone: 208.788.0121

Email: info@thehungercoalition.org
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